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5 MacciANo’ S 
Littte Itay° 


Click your heels together three times 
and say "There's no place like home, 
There’s no place like home ..." Well, you 


get the picture. | visit many restaurants that 


boast beautiful and extravagant amenities, 
but my favorite type of eatery is the kind 
that makes you feel right at home. 
Magianno's Little Italy fits the bill. 

The soft lighting, intimate atmosphere 
and classy ambiance create a perfect 
atmosphere for a comfortable, yet casual, 
dinner among friends, an evening out with 
your partner or a nice family dinner. 
Maggiano's is one of Houston's best kept 
secrets. Don't be surprised if you run into 
one your favorite local celebrities. 

Start dinner off with an appetizer. Try 
the Barb's Spinach & Artichoke al Forno, 
or if you're cheesy, nibble on the Four 
Cheese Raviloi in a Pesto Alfredo Sauce. 
As for your salad, go for the Maggiano's 
Salad with crispy prosciutto, red onion and 
bleu cheese. 

Be warned, dinner portions are 
unusually huge. Everything on the menu is 
golden. But | must highlight the New York 
Steak Contadina style. It's 19 ounces 
of aged prime sirloin cooked to your 
specification and prepared Maggiano's 
style. This delicious large sirloin is nestled 
on top of oven-roasted potatoes and two 
links of homemade Italian sausage topped 


of with sautéed sweet peppers and onions. 


If you're in the mood for pasta, try the 
Rigatoni "D." This pasta is tossed with 
mushrooms and slow roasted chicken that 
has been pulled off the bone served under 
a creamy marsala sauce. 

Maggiano's is the perfect place to 
take your family to a nice dinner. If you've 
got a group of four or more go with their 
signature “Family Style Dining" option. 

For about $20 per person you'll get an 
appetizer, salad, pasta, a main course, 
vegetables and dessert. Magiano’s is an 
all-you-can-eat restaurant where the food 
is magnificent! 

The entire staff at Maggianio's is 
unbelievably knowledgeable about the 
menu and personable with you. Trust me, 
you'll be well taken care of. Maggiano's 
Little Italy is located 2019 Post Oak Blvd. 
For reservations (and | urge you to make 
them) call 713.961-2700. © 


Whatever happened to 


By Shannel Vance 


Stacey Q 


Before teen-pop icons Britney and 
Christina, there was another pop delight 
named Stacey Q. The singer sweetened the 
airways with her pop-dance hit "Two of 
Hearts" in 1986 and she hit big one more 
time with "We Connect." 

Stacey Q had a Madonna-esque look, 
which was all the rage, and her youthful 
appearance helped her appeal to the teens. 
However, it was her dancey pop tunes that 
made her popular with the clubgoers. Her 
time in the spotlight may have been short- 
lived, but it is a part of '80s history that will 
not be forgotten. 

Born Stacey Lynn Swain, she first began 
performing as part of the Ringling Brothers 
Circus. She went on to join a synth-pop group 
called Q (named after the character in the 
James Bond flicks) in the early '80s. They 
changed their name to SSQ to incorporate 
the initials of their new vocalist. The group 
signed a deal with Enigma Records and in 
1983 released an album called Playback. 
Radio, and the public, overlooked the album 
and the newly christened Stacey Q decided to 
try and make it on her own. 

The singer was later discovered by 


Atlantic Records, who released her debut solo 


album Better Than Heaven in 
1986. The first single, "Two of 
Hearts," jumped into the Pop 
Top Five, making Stacey Q the 
pop flavor of the moment. She 
made guest appearances on 
the then hit sitcom Facts of Life, 
playing a singer named 
Cinnamon, and performed her 
next Top 40 hit single, 
"We Connect," on one of 
the episodes. 

She also made appear- 
ances in other favorite '80s 
sitcoms such as Mama's Family 
and full House. She even found 
time to step onto the silver screen with roles 
in Cave Girl (1985) and One Man Force (1989). 

Unfortunately, both her acting and 
singing careers came to an abrupt halt. Her 
next two albums on Atlantic, Hard Machine 
(1988) and Nights Like This (1989) never 
produced a hit song and she got lost in the 
world of pop music. 

In 1995, a greatest hits compilation was 
released. The album featured mostly remixes 
and no songs from her last two Atlantic 
albums were included. Stacey attempted a 
comeback in 1997 with Boomerang. The 
album did not mirror her dance-pop style 
from the '80s. This time around the music 
reflected her conversion to Buddhism and 
focused mainly on acoustic pop and rock. 

Stacey also ventured a return to film 
with Citizens of Perpetual Indulgence, released 
in 2000. The movie never made it to 
blockbuster status and neither did Stacey Q. 

This year, things could be looking up for 
Stacey. With Kylie Minogue, another '80s pop 
idol, making a strong comeback with her new 
single, "Can't Get You Out Of My Head," and 
the original lineup of Duran Duran recording 
a new album together, along with Fox's new 
sitcom That '80s Show, it appears as if we're 
longing for the nostalgia of those self-indul- 
gent years. If she plans it just right, Stacey Q 


just may have another shot at stardom.@ 
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